
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2013 at the North Cornwall Township Offices located at 320 South 18th Street, 
Lebanon, PA at 7:00PM.   This meeting replaced the meeting previously scheduled for May 29, 2013.  It 
was duly advertised and properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Heidi Bingeman Ed Copenhaver Bob Gearhart Ellie Salahub  Ralph Heister 
 
Township Officials: 
Jim Caldwell of Rettew Doug Kollmar of Rettew Stacey L. Winterstein  
 
Public: 
Gene Meade 
 
1. Mr. Gearhart called the meeting to order at 7:05PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

 
2. Approval – Minutes of March 27, 2013   The minutes of the meeting of March 27, 2013 were 

brought to the floor for discussion.  Ms. Salahub made motion for approval of the minutes, 
seconded by Ms. Bingeman, with all voting in favor. 
 
Mr. Gearhart asked Mr. Meade if there was something he was specifically in attendance to speak 
or learn about.  Mr. Meade stated he had spoken to Mr. Abram and was simply interested in 
keeping up on what was going on with the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Gearhart stated that he felt 
the Comp Plan should be acted upon soon or he is afraid it will all fall apart.  Currently South 
Lebanon and North Lebanon are both on board and they are both valuable to North Cornwall as 
far as industry is concerned and North Cornwall is valuable to them as far as commercial is 
concerned.  Each municipality will retain its own zoning and the Comp Plan will simply be used 
as a guideline to move forward.  Mr. Meade stated he felt the comp plan was a good idea, as well 
as keeping the zoning within each municipality. 
 

3. Discussion - SLDO Mr. Caldwell handed out draft copies of the SLDO.  He stated that he has, 
thus far, only received comments from Mr. Gearhart, Mr. Long and Ms. Getz.  He will present a 
proposal to finish the SLDO to the Board at their June 4 meeting, with a tentative November 
adoption.  Mr. Gearhart inquired how the comments will be addressed.  Mr. Caldwell explained 
that he will compile all of the comments and present them to a core committee to incorporate them 
in to the ordinance.  From there he will produce a draft for consideration for adoption.  He also 
stated that the Zoning Ordinance will be looked at to see what can be moved to the SLDO.  Ms. 
Salahub inquired about the benefit of moving certain items.  Mr. Caldwell explained that if certain 
items are within the Zoning Ordinance as opposed to the SLDO, applicants would have to go 
before the Zoning Hearing Board.  If items are in the SLDO, it will make it easier for the applicant 
to request modifications. 

 
Mr. Caldwell then stated that the Stormwater Ordinance is 99% complete.  Ms. Getz still has 
concerns with the exceptions.  He has prepared this section and will be sending it to Ms. Getz to 
submit to her contact at DEP for their approval.  Once that section is cleared up, it will be 
advertised for adoption prior to a meeting, it does not need a public hearing. 
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4. Regional Comp Plan – Item 5 There were three options presented to the Commission.  Mr. 
Gearhart reviewed the options with the Commission.  The first was the current wording, the 
second was wording that the Planning Consultant suggested and the third was suggested by 
Preserve Mt. Gretna.  There was discussion and everyone felt that the first option, being the 
current wording, made the most sense. 

 
Ms. Salahub made motion to recommend Option 1, the current wording, to the Board, seconded by 
Ms. Bingeman, with all voting in favor. 
 
It was noted that the last Comp Plan meeting that was held turned into an Agenda 21 meeting.  Mr. 
Gearhart stated that the position of the Boards at the joint Supervisors meeting, with respect to the 
preamble submitted, was that it may be too extreme and subsequently they authorized the 
consultant to craft a watered down version. 
 

5. Any other items. Ms. Salahub brought up the section of the comp plan regarding future land use 
where wording had been added (in red) to address re-development.  She felt the wording that was 
added was regressive.  Mr. Gearhart felt that if re-development is required it should be encouraged 
to fit in with the character of the neighborhood, where applicable, but should not be required as 
stated in the consultants’ recommendation.  He was also concerned with making any further 
changes as North Cornwall is already being blamed for making so many changes and feels we 
should move forward with the plan.  Mr. Heister made comment that at the end of the day, it is the 
zoning ordinance that will dictate any re-development.  It was suggested that Ms. Salahub go to 
Ms. Getz and essentially the Board, perhaps they can feel out the other boards before suggesting 
any further additions or changes. 

 
Mr. Copenhaver noted that the DRT Trucking plan that was approved last year has been 
completed.  They moved in in March and the landscaping was finished this date. 
 

6. Announced Next meeting – June 26, 2013 It was announced that the next meeting will be June 
26, 2013 at 7PM. 

 
7. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 8:09PM by motion of Mr. Copenhaver, seconded by Mr. 

Heister, with all voting in favor. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Stacey L. Winterstein, Recording Secretary  
On behalf of 
Ellie Salahub 
Secretary 
 
slw 


